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Text: 
For our Scripture reading please turn to the book of Jeremiah 17:7-12 
7: Blessed is the man that trusteth in the LORD, and whose hope the LORD is. 
8: For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by the river, 
and shall not see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green; and shall not be careful in the 
year of drought, neither shall cease from yielding fruit. 
9: The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it? 
10: I the LORD search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man according to his ways, 
and according to the fruit of his doings. 
11: As the partridge sitteth on eggs, and hatcheth them not; so he that getteth riches, and not by 
right, shall leave them in the midst of his days, and at his end shall be a fool. 
12: A glorious high throne from the beginning is the place of our sanctuary. 

Introduction 
Jeremiah was called by God to be a prophet during the darkest days of Old Testament history. 
His primary message was that of judgment, and because of that he was rejected by  many 
and received by the few. He was persecuted by his own family. He was plotted against by the 
people of his hometown. He was rejected and reviled by religious leaders of his time. Because 
of his deep sorrows over the sinful people of God, he has been called “the weeping prophet.” 

Yet, in the midst of this, Jeremiah endured and went on with  courage. He tells us in ... 
Jeremiah 20:9 Then I said, I will not make mention of him, nor speak any more in his name. But 
his word was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was weary with 
forbearing, and I could not stay. 
Here we read his confession, like David, he almost fainted and he felt he could not continue 
anymore, but God's Word burned within his bones, and he could not hold it in anymore, he must 
speak the Word of God. 

Facing a ministry of difficulty, each day a weariness and struggle, questioning whether he could 
go on, his flesh trembling - yet he went on, following God as a faithful prophet. How? I believe 
the answer is found in our text which many commentators consider as the key verse in this book 
of Jeremiah. 
Jeremiah 17:12 A glorious high throne from the beginning is the place of our sanctuary. 

These words are very beautiful and powerful affirmation of faith made by Jeremiah in a day of 
deep darkness and personal anguish. Jeremiah was made strong because of the truth we find in 



this text. I pray that these words would also give us strong and solid encouragement as we face 
challenging times in our lives. There are two things that I want to direct your attention today, 
namely, Our Sanctuary and God’s Throne. 

I – Our Sanctuary.                  
What is a sanctuary? There three basic definitions of a sanctuary. 
1. A sanctuary is a place of sacredness or sanctity 
Sanctuary comes from the Latin word Sanctus which means sacred or holy. 

Sanctuary is a holy place; Holy of Holies; Most Holy Place. 

A holy place devoted to God. It appears to be the name sometimes of the entire temple …  
Psalm 73:17 Until I went into the sanctuary of God; then understood I their end. 

Sometimes, of the “Holy place” or the”Holy of Holies”… 
Hebrews 9:1 Then verily the first covenant had also ordinances of divine service, and a worldly 
sanctuary. 2: For there was a tabernacle made; the first, wherein was the candlestick, and the 
table, and the shewbread; which is called the sanctuary. 

Sanctuary is a place consecrated or set apart to the worship of God; a place where divine service 
is performed; a church, temple, or other place of worship. 

2. A sanctuary is a place of solitude 
The second definition of sanctuary is - It is a place of solitude, a quiet reflection. It is a place of 
peace, a place of rest, a place of silence. A place where you could find quietness and privacy. 

3. A sanctuary is a place of safety (asylum, shelter, refuge, safe haven) 
Webster Dictionary defines sanctuary as a place of refuge and protection; a sacred building 
where fugitives are entitled to immunity from arrest or execution. 

A sanctuary is a place where a person who is in trouble might hide himself and be safe and 
untouched. 

In the OT, God commanded the Israelites to appoint six cities of refuge. The purpose of the cities 
of refuge was to protect an individual who kills any person accidentally or unintentionally.  

Psalm 77:13 Thy way, O God, is in the sanctuary: who is so great a God as our God? 

This world is filled with restless people and seeking a sanctuary. They seek rest for their 
hearts and souls. Restless people will run to anything and to anybody but God and His throne. 
Cathedrals, psychologists, doctors, universities, movie houses, concert halls, bars, disco houses, 
friends, vacation, stars, moon, space travel, education, conferences, retreats, camps, food, cloth, 
shopping malls, furniture, houses, cars. Many of these are not inherently sinful but there is no 



rest in any one of these. Many have tried many of these so called answers to their restlessness but 
all of them have failed, for there is no other place of protection and rest and quietness for the 
heart but the one our text gives us. 

II – God’s Throne 
What is our sanctuary? Where is our place of safety, a place of refuge and protection? Where do 
we find rest, real abiding rest?  
Jeremiah 17:12 A glorious high throne from the beginning is the place of our sanctuary. 
The throne of God!  

Now, not everybody is excited about the idea of a throne, because a throne is a symbol of 
authority, power, dominion, and government. God's throne declares to us that God has the right 
and the power to rule, to command and govern all things.  

The throne of God and the unbelievers 
To the unbelieving and rebellious man the glorious throne of God is a terrible thing. Actually 
many hate the throne of God. Psalm 2 tells us that men would shake their fist at the God who sits 
upon His throne, and would say that they will overthrow the judgments of God. 

Luke 19:14 But his citizens hated him, and sent a message after him, saying, We will not have 
this man to reign over us. 
That’s the language of those who hate God and His government.  

The throne of God and the believers 
But to those who, by the grace of God see and understand what the throne of God represents, to 
them the throne of God is a sanctuary. To the true child of God, the throne of God is not a 
place of terror or a place of dread but rather it is a sanctuary. It is a place of refuge and 
protection.  

Is the throne of God your sanctuary or is it a place of dread and terror to you? Is it an unwelcome 
thought to you that God is sitting upon a throne? Wherever you are this morning, I want to help 
you find the throne of God to be a wonderful and exciting place and become your sanctuary. 

1. It's an Exalted Throne 
Jeremiah 17:12 A glorious high throne from the beginning is the place of our sanctuary. 
God's throne is a high throne. It is an exalted throne. It is a supreme throne. It is lifted up in 
majesty and in power. There is none else like Him! 

Isaiah 6:1 In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and 
lifted up, and his train filled the temple. 2: Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; 
with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly. 3: 
And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is 
full of his glory. 



In the book of Revelation we read that Apostle John was given the privilege to come and see 
Heaven and to see the future events that would take place on earth. 
Revelation 4:1 After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first voice 
which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither, and I will 
shew thee things which must be hereafter.  

What did John see? I am sure John saw many things, but the one that immediately struck him 
was ... 
Revelation 4:2 And immediately I was in the spirit: and, behold, a throne was set in heaven, and 
one sat on the throne. 
The first thing that John saw and struck him was a throne and that throne was occupied. It is not 
Satan, not man, not circumstances, not luck, nor fate. Who occupies the throne? Who is sitting 
upon the throne? 

Revelation 4:8 And the four beasts had each of them six wings about him; and they were full of 
eyes within: and they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, LORD God Almighty, 
which was, and is, and is to come. 9: And when those beasts give glory and honour and thanks to 
him that sat on the throne, who liveth for ever and ever, 10: The four and twenty elders fall down 
before him that sat on the throne, and worship him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their 
crowns before the throne, saying, 11: Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and 
power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created. 
It is the LORD God Almighty who occupies the throne. 

But read again … 
Revelation 4:2 And immediately I was in the spirit: and, behold, a throne was set in heaven, 
and one sat on the throne. 
There is only one sitting upon that throne and it is not God and Satan, not God and man, not God 
and circumstances, not God and luck, nor God and fate. God and God alone sits on the throne.  

1 Timothy 6:14 That thou keep this commandment without spot, unrebukeable, until the 
appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ: 15: Which in his times he shall shew, who is the blessed 
and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords; 

He does not share the throne with anyone else. He alone is King! No King but Christ! There can 
only be one Potentate, King of kings and Lord of lords! There is only one reigning King and that 
is God Almighty! 

Psalm 103:19 The LORD hath prepared his throne in the heavens; and his kingdom ruleth over 
all. 
His throne is fixed in the heavens and He reigns over all. His throne is on high and exalted.  

2. It's an Excellent Throne (Majestic) 



Jeremiah 17:12 A glorious high throne from the beginning is the place of our sanctuary. 

The throne of God is a glorious throne. It is excellent. It is majestic. It is all of these because of 
the One who occupies the throne. The One who occupies the throne is glorious and excellent! He 
is excellent in His being and in His works! 
Psalm 8:1 O LORD, our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! who hast set thy glory 
above the heavens. 

Exodus 15:11 Who is like unto thee, O LORD, among the gods? who is like thee, glorious in 
holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders? 
He is glorious in holiness. He is exceeding in His greatness! 

Psalm 145:1 I will extol thee, my God, O king; and I will bless thy name for ever and ever. 2: 
Every day will I bless thee; and I will praise thy name for ever and ever. 3: Great is the LORD, 
and greatly to be praised; and his greatness is unsearchable. 4: One generation shall praise thy 
works to another, and shall declare thy mighty acts. 5: I will speak of the glorious honour of thy 
majesty, and of thy wondrous works. 6: And men shall speak of the might of thy terrible acts: 
and I will declare thy greatness. 

Psalm 150:1 Praise ye the LORD. Praise God in his sanctuary: praise him in the firmament of his 
power. 2: Praise him for his mighty acts: praise him according to his excellent greatness. 

Think of it! The throne of God is a glorious throne, where all bow down and worship. That is our 
sanctuary. Before God who is God in all His dominion, glory, power, and majesty. 

Psalm 77:13 Thy way, O God, is in the sanctuary: who is so great a God as our God? 

Psalm 47:6 Sing praises to God, sing praises: sing praises unto our King, sing praises. 7: For God 
is the King of all the earth: sing ye praises with understanding. 8: God reigneth over the heathen: 
God sitteth upon the throne of his holiness. 
God's throne is a place of excellencies. It is a place of holiness. That sanctuary in the heavens is a 
place which is separate from evil. There is no deceit. There is no lie there. We live in a world of 
deceit and evil. We see that clearly whenever election comes. We live in a world where evil 
abounds. Even as Christians, we struggle with our own sins. We are bruised, scarred, and 
battered. But now there is a place where evil does not reign, where we shall find refuge and it is 
the throne of God. 

3. It's an Eternal Throne 
Jeremiah 17:12 A glorious high throne from the beginning is the place of our sanctuary. 

It is high and glorious from the beginning. It is an exalted and an excellent throne. But it  is also 
an eternal throne. He reigned from eternity past and reigns now and will reign in eternity future. 



There was never a time where God did not sit upon His throne. He is King forever. He is King of 
kings and Lord of lords. 

Yes, I am looking forward to the Second Coming of Jesus Christ and His millennial reign. But 
even now He is King and He is King forever. Right now at this present moment the Lord reigns. 
We don’t have to wait for His return to know that He reigns. 

Lamentation 5:19 Thou, O LORD, remainest for ever; thy throne from generation to 
generation. 

Psalm 90:1 LORD, thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations. 2: Before the mountains 
were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to 
everlasting, thou art God. 

Nothing is fixed in our world – the economy is unstable, society’s morality is deteriorating, earth 
is shaking and cracking, the universe is expanding, nothing and nobody is fixed but the God on 
His throne! 

When Scripture tells us that the throne of God is our sanctuary, it means that here upon earth we 
are filled with trouble. Our enemies - Satan, the world, the flesh, sin, grief and trouble constantly 
attack us and we cannot survive without a refuge or sanctuary. So run to your sanctuary which is 
the throne of God – the place of safety. No other safer place. The surest and safest place in the 
world is the throne of God. 

Closing Thoughts 
I don't know where you are today, but I know one thing we all need a sanctuary. If you are to 
find a sanctuary, you must find the throne of God. If you are to find a place of refuge and 
quietness, a place of peace in the midst of  trouble, you will not find it, you cannot find it, 
anywhere except before this throne. You will not find peace in man, in politicians, in 
government, in man's philosophies, in wealth, in health, in pleasures. No! Only before the throne. 

A place where very few enter, not because its access is forbidden, but because of our choice, 
we choose not to enter.  

Because of what Jesus has done for us upon Calvary's cross, there is access to that throne. 
Romans 5:1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ: 2: By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God. 

And we are invited to come to that throne. 
Hebrews 4:14 Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus 
the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. 15: For we have not an high priest which cannot 
be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet 



without sin. 16: Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, 
and find grace to help in time of need. 

It is an exalted, excellent, and eternal throne. But thank God it is also a gracious throne! The One 
who sits upon that throne is a gracious and merciful King! 

There is a place of quiet rest, 
Near to the heart of God. 

A place where sin cannot molest, 
Near to the heart of God. 

There is a place of comfort sweet, 
Near to the heart of God. 

A place where we our Savior meet, 
Near to the heart of God. 

There is a place of full release, 
Near to the heart of God. 

A place where all is joy and peace, 
Near to the heart of God. 

Refrain 
O Jesus, blest Redeemer, 

Sent from the heart of God, 
Hold us who wait before Thee 

Near to the heart of God. 

To those who have not come by faith, my exhortation to you is, come now to God through His 
gracious Son, Jesus Christ, who bled and died and rose again for your sins and offenses. Because 
of who He is and what He has accomplished on the cross of Calvary you can now freely come to 
God and be forgiven from all your sins and be saved. 

AMEN!


